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Chriſtians God's ſpiritual houſe. © W 


1 Peter II. 1 


Ie alſo as lively flones are built up a ſpiritual 
houſe ; an holy prieſthood to ofer up ſpiritual 
ſacrifices, acceptable to God thro' Fejus Chriſt. 


Eing entred this day upon a new place of 
- worſhip, I know it is expected that your 

5 miniſters ſhould take ſome notice of it. 
Ihe ready mind which hath been ſhewn 
Wo make it convenient and decent, at no inconſide- 
ble expence to many of you, and under the 
Wrudent and diligent inſpection of thoſe whom the 
Wociety choſe to manage the affair, claims no ſmall 
cknowledgment from us, who in the courſe of pro- 
dence ſerve you in the work of the goſpel, wien 

erection happened to be neceſſary. We doubt 
ot but the preſent congregation will hear a grate- 
ul mind to both the one and the other: and, if it 
leaſe God that any good be done here in future 
mes, poſterity will remember with pleaſure the 
roviſion you have made for them. The harmo- 
you have maintained down to our ſettlement = 
cre, gives an additional ſatisfaction, and a mighty 
icouragement to your miniſters in their work, 
ule it ſhall pleaſe God to continue them in a ca- 
%é%êͤéͤ“ẽ1i e 8 
The beſt introduction J could think of to our 
udlick ſervice here, is to lead you from the view . 

| the material ſtructure, to that which is vaſtli ß 
CW 


ehen, Ch haut. 
a, and indeed the proper end of it, that you 


yourſelves may be Ming demples of God, and if cient 
Logs offer up to him thoſe fpiritual ſacrifices which datic 
will be acceptable through Jeſus Chriſt, Now 
The evangelical: ſtate leads yòu off from laying MW anfw 
any great ſtreſs on temples 9 with bands; and farth 
much enlarges 3 of the whole commu- 2. 
nity of Chriſtians, beyond the ſtate of the Jewiſh I deſig} 
church with all its pomp and ceremonies. It is Nof the 


the deſign of the text to ſhew this, and therefore ] 
have. choſen it for our preſent ſubject. 
25 St. Peter here writes to a number of viſible 
IF: „ *Chiiftians, and at the entrance of his epiſtle prefles I conve: 
- ral practical exhortations upon them; which Thi 
= i? 4 F an amount to this, that they ſhould diligenth ſhining 
N 8 apply themſelves to make advances in their ein eſtan 
mite to Chriſt and his goſpel. Among other ar- N prinei 
„„ =. guments he inſiſts upon the excellent ſtate into highefi 
which they were brought by Chriſtianity. Pricfth 
I. They believed in one, who was every way ing to 
ga firm foundation for their faith and hope. Thi 
zb; expreſſed in metaphorical terms in the verſe 
before the text. Fs whom (to Jefus Chriſt) u- 
ming as unto a living ſtone, diſallowed indeed of men, 
but cboſen f Cod and precious. They came to 
15 N . in him, as chat bead or corner. 
ions foreto the royal prophet, Pfal. exviil. 22. 
2 more fully 3 ſame wing by 1/aiab 
_ chap; xxviii. 16. Behold, I lay in Zion fir- a fon 
dation a ſtone, a tried one, a precious corner. ton 
a ſure foundation; on whom whoſoever ſhall believe 
fall not make baſte, or be confounded. The apoſtk 
_ eatpreſty' refers to this prediction of Iſaiab in ver. b 
These converts looked upon Jeſus as the gre 
doundation which God had laid for che goipt 
church and for their faith and hope. And tho 
was diſallowed and rejected of men, by the genen 
lity of theny- co whom 29 Was * yet wm 
e enz bbs 
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19 and approved of God, as a ſuitable and ſuffi- 
cient Saviour, every way qualified to be the foun- 
dation and corner-ftone of the ſpiritual building. 
Now the excellence of the foundation claimed an 
anſwerable perro. * en W py 
farther, that 
2. Upon their believing i in Chriſt they v were 
deſigned for honourable uſes. This is the fubje&t 
of the text; wherein the apoſtle repreſents the dig- 
nity of the Chriſtian church by a double alluſion, 
both of them borrowed from the diſpenſation of 
the old teſtament, and well known to thoſe Jewiſh 
converts to whom this epiſtle is directed. . 
The Temple and the Prieſthood made che moſt e 
ſhining figure in the ſervice of God under the old 
wſtament: The Temple, as the place where God. 
principally manifeſted his glory, and in which the 
ligbeſt ſervices to him were performed: And te 
Prieſthood, as a thing which of all others beleng- 
ng to the temple was moſt directly 12 Os 
o the honour and ſervice of God. Now the 
apoſtle aſcribes both theſe characters to he: es | 
ban church. - 
The Chriſtian Senn is :Gods' bete, - 7. as 
lively fonts are built up & ſpiritual bouſe. The body 
bf Chriſtians ſtands inftead of the material temple 
Wnd the external glory which attended that. [They 
make a ſpiritual houſe of God; which hath a glory 
4 exceeds, tho? it is a glory of a ſpiritual nature, 
d therefore not ſo fit to ſtrike vain and carnal 
aal Every particular Chriſtian goes to make . 
Ipthis houſe, being lively Pones : And they are built „„ 
_ laid together by God for chis purpoſ mme. 
The other repreſentation of the Chriſtian church 2 
that it is God's prieſthood, The Temple and 
e Prieſthood under the law were very diffefent 
ings, The temple was only the place where the . 
W. ä 90 the Oi 3 
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6 Chriſtians God's ſpiritual houſe. 
of living ſtones, is alſo itſelf as truly an holy prieſ. 
 'bood to offer up ſpiritual ſacrifices acceptable to God 
thro' Jeſus Chrift. „„ 0 
Both theſe views are well worthy of a diſtin& 
conſideration. I ſhall endeavour to explain and 
improve the former in this diſcourſes; 


That the Chriſtian church, con hing of living flones, 
u built up a ſpiritual houſe or temple of God. 


Here are three things to be accounted for, 
The materials; living flones. The uſe for which 
they are deſigned; to make a ſpiritual houſe. 
And laſtly, their formation for this uſe ; they arc 
TT dk nm, 
I. The materials of which God's ſpiritual houſe 
is conſtituted, are ſtiled lively) or rather living 
Bones. So the ſame word is tranſlated when appli- 
ed to Chriſt in ver. 4. They are called fones in 
alluſion to the materials of the ancient remple. 
The character of living is added as a diſtinguiſh- 
ing mark of excellence in thoſe who make up 
the ſpiritual houſe. This houſe conſiſts not of dead, 
but bring materials. It may denote two things. 
I. This ſpiritual houſe is conſtituted of intelli- 
gent beings, inſtead of the dead matter of which the 
Jewiſh temple conſiſted. That temple made a 
mighty figure for outward pomp and ſplendor. 
The materials were coſtly and beautiful, the ſitua- 
tion pleaſant, the workmanſhip exquiſite, and the 
whole ſtructure magnificent. And a peculiarÞ 
glory was annexed to it beyond any other place 
then in this world; for God afforded ſuch a ſtated 
ſymbol of his preſence there as he did not to any 
other place. So the Pſalmiſt celebrates God 
in mount Zion for the ſake of the tabernacle 
there, which had a like divine preſence as th 
temple afterward, Pal. xlyiii. 1, 2. Great b | 


Chriſtians God's ſpiritual houſe. 7 


the Lord, and greatly to be praiſed in the city of our 
God, in the mountain of his bolineſi. Beautiful for 


ſituation, the joy of the whole earth is mount Zion, 


on the ſides of the north, the city of the great king. 


ems chiefly intended to denote, 


Bur ſtill with all the luſtre of the ancient temple, = 


it was only a place made with hands, and the ma- 
terials of it were of the earth earthly. © Tho? God 
conferred a peculiar honour upon it. by chuſing 
it for the place of his reſidence; yet it could pay 
him no honour, it could not itſelf receive or be 
the better for his ſpiritual preſence. And there- 


fore when he had ſerved his own wiſe purpoſes by 
| fixing a peculiar ſacredneſs to that place for a ſea- 
ſon, he was for erecting a better temple, to be 


compoſed not of inanimate parts, but of reaſonable _ 
beings, capable themſelves of knowing and loving 
and ſerving and enjoying him. As he is an infi- 
nite Spirit, whom therefore no place can contain z 
ſo he would have a ſpirſtual houſe that ſhould con- 
liſt of rational and immortal ſpirits, of ſuch as he 
made on purpoſe to ſhew forth his praiſes and to re- 


ceive his manifeſtations. He aboliſhed therefore that 


diſtinction of places, and laid all in common; and 
nſtead of that ceremonial temple would erect a 
real one, wherein he ſhould have a living temple, 
and living ſacrifices preſented to him. He expects 
the greateſt revenue of glory from men, whom he 
made in the neareſt reſemblance to himſelf of any 
beings in this lower world; and he choſe eſpecially 
o manifeſt himſelf to them. Bur this expreſſion 


2. That this ſpiritual houſe conſiſts of them who 


. 
| 


re made partakers of a. new and divine life. All 


yiſcſonable creatures have a capacity of nature to 


become parts of this ſpiritual building: But the 7 
temper, the death of {in in which men are involv- 


i, makes a new life neceſſary as an immediate 
p 


7 


Jalification for a divine temple, Tho! they have 
5 | r 


end, before they can make a genuine part of the 


8 Chriſtians God's ſſiritual houſe. 
a natural, a rational life; yet they are as truly in- livi 
diſpoſed for the exerciſes and uſes of this living tem. the 
ple, till old things paſs away and all things be. Spit 
come new with them, as if they were but dead 
ſtones, The inanimate ſtones might as well make I 
up this ſpiritual houſe, as a ſinner continuing dead mat 
in treſpaſſts and fins. Such therefore muſt be quick. | 1. 
notic 
houſhold of God. Eph. ii. 1, 19. They are ſouls of G 
fſpiritually alive, who make up this building, I exce! 
None »i/ibly belong to the church of God, who WW apoſt 
make not a credible profeſſion of ſuch a change. the v 
The church of God at Corinth, called to be ſaint; mark 
1 Cor: i. 2. And none in God's account are parts Wintim 


of the building, but ſuch as in ſincerity are dead Id far 


Words plainly intimates a relation between thei 


5 building, is a living ſtone; it muſt be neceſſir 


to ſin and alive to God. People may have a namMWViews 
that they live and yet be dead in truth and in the} Chi 
| fight of God, who knows the true ſtate of their Hof Go, 
caſe. Rev. iii. 1. We are bound to proceed byſWule an 

the judgment of charity, and to hope that theyſMWi fron 
| ive to God who have not upon them plainly mor devote 

tal ſymptoms : But thoſe only make a part of ti e Lo 
inviſible church, and which will at laſt be united onſiſt: 
to the triumphant, who are living ſtones, as Chrilſ® Got 
zs really a living ſtone in this building. We clear Cor. v 
this from the connection between this and the 4 lves, 

verſe. To whom coming as to a living flone, —je 4 God 


as living flones are built up. The apoſtle in the anci 
When it 


Were to 
f glor 
Mecia! p 
bina or 
ys, Pf 
on, be | 
ell, fo 
VINg ter 
viſible 


life and Chriſt's. We may underſtand it two ways 
Since Chriſt, who bears ſo great a part in thi 


that all who make a part of it ſhould be fo too 
conformity to him, For without a likeneſs betwee 
the parts, there could be no ſymmetry or beau 
in the whole. J 3 ae os 
And the matter muſt be carried farther : The 
life is derived from Chriſt. Coming to 1 a 
” ot N livin 
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* 5 Chriſtians God's ſpiritual houſe, 9 
living ſtone they become ſuch alſo. | They become. 
the members of his body, and are animated by his 

Spirit. e | | | 


II. We are to conſider the uſe, for which theſe 
materials are deſigned. To make à ſpiritual houſe. 
1. The import of this character deſerves our 
notice. A ſpiritual houſe, i. e. a houſe or temple 
of God. Not a material temple, but one far more 
excellent, as it is conſtituted of living ſtones. The 
apoſtle plainly deſigns to expreſs an analogy in 
the uſe made of Chriſtians, to that which was re- 
marked concerning the temple of old; and yet to 
intimate at the ſame time, that this ſpiritual houſe _ 
s far beyond the other. The propriety of both theſe 
views may appear in ſome plain inſtances. _ 
| Chriſtians are dedicated to the ſervice and glory 
of God. So was the old temple ſeparated to ſacred 
uſe and dedicated to God: And that diſtinguiſhed 
Wit from a common building. Thus Chriſtians are 
devoted to God, ſeparated from common uſes to be 
de Lord's. But the excellence of the ſpiritual houſe 
Wconſiſts in this, that Chriſtians dedicate themſelves 
e God. They gave themſelves to the Lord. 2 
Cor. viii. 5. They voluntarily conſecrate them- 
elves, and all they have and are to Gd. 
God dwells in Chriſtians. It was the glory of 
he ancient houſe of God above other places, that 
when it was dedicated to him, he vouchſafed as it 
mere to come down and dwell there. The cloud 
if glory which reſted there was the ſymbol of his 
Wbectal preſence ; and therefore it was called the She- 
ina or God's habitation. Agreeable to what he 
ys, Pal. cxxxii. 13, 14. The Lord bath choſen 
ion, be hath deſired it for bis habitation. Here will I 
well, for I have defired it. So God dwells in the 
ing temple ; but in a ſpiritual manner. Not in 
vitble cloud of glory, y of old; but as really - 


— — 
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So d receives acceptable worſhip and hon 


Either in the temple itſelf, or turning their eye to- 


dee cbnttzwally prScsding from his living temple 


And to more beneficial purpoſes. ' He dwells in 
them by his Spirit, to animate them, to promote 
their holineſs, to excite their graces, to inlargy 
their comforts, and to help their infirmities. He 
_ could not dwell thus in the material temple, 
His preſence was afforded there, but not for the 
üſe of the temple itſelf which was compoſed of 
lifeleſs materials, but for the uſe of them who wor- 
mipped there. But God Uwells in hisſpiritual houſe, 
Which is conſtituted of intelligent beings and fandti- 
Hed Touls, in a vital and influential manner. The 
mo High dwelleth not that way in temples made with 
Sands. Acts vii. 48. But only in and among his 
_ Hving temples. Aow ye not, ſays the apoſtle, hat 
J. are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of Git 
ab Wwe? : Corr mm 5. 


9 | age from 
chem. The temple was the place appropriated to 
the moſt ſolemn worſhip of God: The daily obla- 
tions of the Jewiſh church were to be preſented 
from thence. They offered their prayers and praiſes 


| wards it, But now under the goſpel there is no li- , 
mitation to any particular place for the preſenting 
of acceptable offerings. The time is come, when nei 
ber in mount Cerizim, nor yet at Jeruſalem peoph 
worſhip the Father, that is, more acceptably tha 
in another place. John iv. 21. Bur theſe oblationÞ 


with acceptance, where ever they are preſ en ted 


We irie worſhippers worſhip the Father in ſpirit and i 


mn triuh; and the Father ſeeketh ſuch to wor ſhip him 


I hall only add, chat Chriſtians are deſigned t 


| Ver. 23. Thoſe made alive to God may draw neu 
to him in any place, and he will draw near to them. 


be kept peculiarly pure and holy. There was el 
Figurative purity carefully maintained in the matoFaling] 
Trl temple. Becauſe of the divine preſence * Haintain 


eine Gur » ſpiritual hou, 03 
. d was had to the preſervation o 
lace free rom any ceremonial impurity. B o per: 
85 nothing that was unclean, was to be admit- 
ted into it to profane it, Thus God's liyi 

is fe  defgned to be Anek holy, ſui e d to 
great a preſence in it, to the ſolemn ſeparation of : 

it = common 7912 end to the ſacred work ag 
is to be n y it, But the purity which 
this houſe of God is intended for, is much, more 
noble and exalted than could belong to any mate- 
rial ſtructure. Chriſtians are deſigned and a point- 
ed to real holineſs; not merely to be free froſm ex- 
ternal or ceremonial pollution, but eſpecially from 
fn. The hands are to be cleanſed, and the heart : 
to be -purified, and the conſcience to be purg 
from dead works, that they may be in a readineſs 
to draw nigh 1 to God and. to have fellowſhip with ky 
him, Now, = 
2. Let us 8 how. this re belongs 
to- Chriſtians, that they are a ſpiritual houſe or 
temple of God. 2 . obſerve three things con- con- 
erning this matter. 5 
iſt. Exery particular ſincere 8 who i: 
become alive to God, is a ſpiritual houſe or temple 
of his. He is wholly conſe ecrated to God without 
reſerve. God dwells in him by his Spirit, and 
manifeſts himſelf unto him. A good man, as a 
bpiritual temple in whom God awells, was not an un- 
Mknown notion under the old teſtament; as may be 
ſeen in Iſa. 1vii. 15. but it is frequently incuſcat- 
d in the new. Jobn xiv. 27. f a man love me, 
wy Father will love him, and we wut come unto him, 

ud make our abode with him. Spiritual ſacrifices 
aſcend from ſuch a foul : Tndecd | new life natu- 


(Sully aſpires upward. And he is called unto holi- 


es, under the ſtrongeſt obligations to it, and pre- 
e ailingly ſollicitous to cultivate it, that he may 
re ineao he intercourſe of i ſuch a . 80 ie 


1 


11 Chriſtians God's ſpiritual houſe! - 
is this notion of a ſpiritual houſe applicable to 
each particular Chriſtian. 

29, Every Chriſtian ſociety or worſhipping aſ- W 5 
ſembly is or ſhould be a ſpiritual houſe. The ed! 

members which conſtitute a particular church, pro. f 

' feſſedly give themſelves up to God and to one an-. ¶ teri 
other, according to his will, 2 Cor. viii. 5. He chu 
| hath graciouſly aſſured them hereupon of his fa- W bod 
vourable preſence in their religious aſſemblies, W part 

N bere two or three are gathered together in my name, Chr. 

Iéßbere am [inthe midſt of them. Mat. xviii. 20. In 
ſuch aſſemblies all inſtituted worſhip ſhould be 
preſented to God. I mean not, that it ſhould be 
confined to them. Your families ſhould be leſſer 
churches, from which God ſhould receive daily 
oblations; as well as he ſhould hear from each of 

you perſonally in your ſecret retirements. But 

I mean, that every part of inſtituted worſhip ſhould 


4 5, 
called 


one f 


be performed in its proper ſeaſon in all ſtated They 
Chriſtian aſſemblies. I know no ſacredneſs in the Wthem 
mere places of ſuch aſſembling now under the ¶ world 
goſpel, any other than reſults from the ſacred ex-Wexten; 
erciſes performed in them, and during the time of WW Th 

ſuch performance. But the ſocieties themſelves are ¶ phant, 

yen an 


inſtituted for holy purpoſes. 
We hol body of Chriſtians, collective ry. 1 
_ conſidered, make up one ſpiritual houſe. TheWmoſt e 
whole body all the world over. And this is elp*-Wthe ons 
cially intended in the text. The perſons to whom aſter ti 
the apoſtle writes were not merely the members of lis wo1 
dne particular Chriſtian church; but the ſtrangenifſto a pr 
ſcattered in many provinces. chap. i. And yeſſway i 
he calls them all together in the ſingular numbe vorſhir 
the flock of God. 1 Pet. v. 2. So he repreſent Both ar 
them here as making one ſpiritual houſe with aH comple 
the reſt of the Chriſtian church. s £2, 
The whole body, ſcattered thro* the whole o III. 
our world, make up one ſuch houſe, So the who!MClriſtia, 
ng CO TIT EW... - chan lt 19 
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Chriftians God's ſpuritual houſe. 13 
church upon earth is repreſented as one great houſe. 
2 Tim. bs And Chriſtas the hi F ef ro 
this houſe of God. Heb. x. 21. Elſewhere it is call- 
| ed the houſbold of God. Eph. ii. 19. and the houſbold 
of faith. Gal. vi. 10. In the room of the one ma- 
terial temple, to which the whole of God's viſible 
church ſtood related of old, comes in the whole 
body of the Chriſtian church now, to which every 
particular Chriſtian ſtands related. All viſible 
Chriſtians conſtitute this one viſible temple ; and 
all fncere Chriſtians the one acceptable houſe of 
God; whatever quarter of the world they are in, 
and whatever differences may be among them in 
lefſer matters. For we being many, are one bread 
and one body, 1 Cor. x. 17. Or, as in Eph. iv. 
4, 5, 6. One body, and one Spirit, even as we are 
called in one hope of our calling; having one Lord,, 
one faith, one baptiſm, one God and Father of all, 9 
They are in common dedicated to God; he is with | 
them; they pay him the acceptable homage of our 
world, and are his peculiar people. And yet more 
SS. 59355 9s SO A. 
The — 2 church, both militant and trium- 
phant, make up one houſe of God. Thoſe in hea- 
yen and thoſe. on earth make one family. Eph. iii. 
15. Both are dedicated to God, but thoſe above 
moſt entirely. God dwells with both; but with 
the one after the manner of earth, with the other 
after the manner of heaven. Both are engaged in 
lis worſhip and ſervice; but the one in 4005 ſuited 
to a probation ſtate, all that is imperfect is done 
way in the other; the one are imployed in his 
Worſhip at certain ſeaſons, the other unweariedly. 
Both are holy; but the one imperfectly, the other 
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III. We are yet to diſcourſe of che forming of . *. 
0 Chriſtians for this uſe. Theſe living ſtones are ”". 
Wt up a ſpiritual houſe, Here, 1 We 1 


are dedicated to 
Fence, pay him their tribute, and are cultivating 


5 5 mated, 


ny . Oli Mar Cob e hoafe 
A. rr obſerve the import of chis expreſſion. 2 
as theſe are plainly implied. e 
hey iferently ſerve for this uſe. All te 
| Rones in the building are not for the ſame. purpoſe. 7 4 
Tho? all the 3 members of the Chriſtian el church : 
od, have ſome thare of his pre- 


5 Sara: yet there is room for variety as to the 
particular inſtances of ſervice. And ſuch variety 
there actually is, according to men's different ca. 
Pa cities, attainments and circumſtances; according 
to che different calls of Proyidence, and opportuni 
5 ties for uſefulneſs. Some honour God by active ſer- 
vice, others by patient ſuflering; ſome in ſtations 
of magiſtracy, ochers in the work of the miniſtry, 
and many in private life. It may be farther ini. 


That cemented and united together, they all * 
5 moniouſiy ſerve the general uſe of a temple vor] God, 
All the building fitly — together groweth unto ane ſai 
Holy temple in the Lord. Eph. ii. 21. Being manyity; 
they are one body in Chriſt, and every one memberhe un 
one of another. Kom. xii. 5. And finally it may 
: ws ſignified, [590 
That they are ill going 3 in a capacit 
: and meetneſs for holy. uſes; and ſo a greater 1e T 
venue of glory from time to time accrues to cheiſihr obt 
God, whoſe houſe they are. From Chriſt the beaſiig of ; 
the whole body fitly joined together, and compatied M ans 
bat which every joint ſupplieth, according to the ane 
 feltual working in the meaſure vf every part, mat ordi 
eih increaſe of the body, unto the edifying. of it/0Mire; w 
in love. Eph. iv. 16. Wherein the apoitle repreliitics, 
ents the ſame gradual progreſs in the uſefulneſs ¶ Pey anc 
Chriſtians, by an alluſion to the growth of a humalifeſt po 
body, as St. Peter does here by the advance of W the fa 
"boiling to a compleat N er * e. receiy 
Ra | By th the 


— —— z——— — 


- 2; We are to inquire, how the body of Chriſtians: 
are built up a ſpiritual houſe, ET re 
The fupreme builder is God; for the church is 
his building. | Cor. 111; 9. As it is intended for his 
praiſe, fo it is cultivated under his influence. By 
his gracious influence he adds to the church from 
ume to time ſuch as ſhall be ſaved. Ads ii. 47, 
And by the ſame grace he ſquares them for the build. 
ing. Chriſt is appointed, as the great head of in- 
fluence, to derive ſupplies to every part, whence 
he is faid, Zeb. iii. 3. to build the houſe. And his 
ppirit is the immediate agent for that purpoſe. = 
Miniſters are ſubordinate inſtruments : Both the 
xtraordinary and ordinary miniſters were ſet by 
bed in the church for that purpoſe. 1 Cor. xii. 28, 
ot only apoſtles and prophets and evangeliſts, who 
ad an extraordinary commiſſion, and ceaſed with 
e firſt age of Chriſtianity; but alſo paſtors and 
uchers, were given by Chriſt for the per fecting of 
be ſaints, for the work of the miniſtry, for the e. 
Hing of the body of Chriſt; till we all come in 
be unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the 
on of Cod, unto a perfect man, unto the meaſure 
the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt. Eph. iv. 11, 
%§Üé“idd « N 
The inſtitutions of the goſpel are the ſtated means 
r obtaining this deſign. The hearing and read- 
g of the word of God, which is able to build as 
=, and to give us an inveritance among them that 
e ſanflified. Act. xx. 32. Prayer is another ſtand- 
g ordinance preſcribed both by nature and ſcrip- 
re; which implies in it that ſenſe of our own ne- 
ities, and that dependence upon God's alſuffici- 
ey and goodneſs, which naturally put us into the 
eſt poſture for receiving divine influences; and 
the fame time is appointed by God as the way 
receiving them. The Lord's ſupper is ordained | 
th the fame kind end, for the exerciſe and im- 


16 Chriſtians God's ſpiritual houſe. 
2 of our faith, for the renewing and con- 
i ation of our engagements to God as bought 
with a price, and for engaging us with new vigour hed 
to live to him that died for us. 


But we muſt ever remember, that we are expect. _ 
ed to be workers together with God in this whole hi FP 


affair. The materials of this building are living 


ſtones, rational creatures; whom God the great & 
builder of this temple expects to exert themſelves Fee 
according to the light vouchſafed them; and who "Hop 


- appoints miniſters and all other means to encourage 
his intelligent creatures to act like ſuch, upon the 
motives he propoſes, and under the influences he 
vouchſafes. Hence we find $7. Jude, in language anf 
agreeable to that of the text, inculcating much “ 
| Incumbent upon Chriſtians themſelves in this mat. 
ter. Jude 20, 21. But ye beloved, building up your 
| felves on your moſs holy faith, praying in t 
Holy Ghoſt, keep yourſelves in the love of God, lik 
ing for the mercy of our Lord Feſus Chriſt unto! 
JJ. 0 ne 
It is now time that I ſhould cloſe all with ſom 


1. Let none of us be contented till we becom 
alive to God, and ſo capable of being a part 
this ſpiritual building. We were made reaſonab\h 
creatures for this very purpoſe, and we cannot bu h 
acknowledge it to be our reaſonable ſervice. Þ a 
how contrary is the reigning temper. and diſpo 
tion of the generality of mankind! They appt 
rather an habitation of devils, a hold of every ul; 
clean ſpirit, than temples of God. If this ſhou 
be the temper of any of our ſouls, is it a temp 
we ſhould be eaſy under? is it becoming? 5 
ſafe? Certainly not. Is it not therefore high ti 
d to ſeek after a ſpiritual life? To this purpoſe, 
the rational life which you yet retain in a ſeriq; 


- 
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© Chniſtians God's ſpiritual houſe; 17 
indaffecting conſideration of fin as the moral death 
of your fouls. © Diligently attend on the preſcri- 
bed means of life and quickening, God's holy 
ordinances: And coming to Cbriſt the living ſtone, 
as ſuch who would learn ae 8 his 
guickening grace; then he will give you life. 

L . Tn ftiens often e bn their own 

minds what they are deſigned for, and what reli- 

gious aſſemblies and all neceſſary conveniences for 

Much aſſemblies are intended for; and make it their 
endeavour to ſerve ſuch excellent purpoſes. The uſe 

o be made of you, and of your places of worſhip, 

Whould lead you in the moſt effectual manner to 
er the purpoſe of God concerning yourſelves, 

and your own declared purpoſe (if you have any 
Weaſonable purpoſe at all) in erecting a place to 
Veet in wich your fellow-Chriſtians for religious 
Should not every one of you explicitly and ſo; ) 
emnly- dedicate yourſelves to God? Make this 
your own act and deed, now you are come to a 
apacity- of chuſing whom you will ſerve, Let 

ot the act of your parents in this matter content 

jou, but yield yourſelves to the Lord. Satisfy not ©! 
ourſelves with doing this ſecretly between Gd 
nd your own ſouls ; but chearfully and ſpeedily —— | 
o it at our Lord's table, ſince he L c iy 
Il his diſciples to do it publickly in that ſacred 


ARC '- | . | . . 

Be ambitious above all things of the divine pre- 
ce in your aſſemblies. Come to them all with 
Ws as your principal wiſh and prayer, that Gd 
ly there meet you and bleſs you and cauſe his 
ice to ſhine upon you: That the influences of his 
pirit may be experienced to accompany the pray 
8, the praiſes, the confeſſions preſented, both 
pon your on minds and the minds of others; and 
the word of God may be his power to the 

5 „„ ſal- 


18 Chriſtians God's ſpiritual houſe. 
ſalvation of your ſelves and others. If the mem. W 
bers of worſhipping aſſemblies came together with 
ſtrong deſires of this kind, and in an expectation ſpir 


of divine bleſſing thereupon; what fruits might be Nc 


expected to the perſons themſelves who have this 
bent of ſoul, and to many others alſo who are not 
yet formed to ſuch a diſpoſition! The glory fd 


dhat he is in the midſt of us of a truth 
Let God receive from you truly goſpel- offer. Me, 
ings in your aſſemblies, ſuch as are worthy of his 
_ Ipiritual houſe. Let your ſpirits be thoroughly en. 
| gaged in them all. Pray for the aids of the divine 
Spirit in offering them ; and under his influence 


: every part of worſhip. _ 


all your religious exerciſes be, that you are excited 
thereby to cleanſe yourſelves from all filthineſs bil 

; 5 8 ſpirit, and to perfect holineſs in the fea 
3. Entertain an univerſal love to all who are { 
apart to the ſame excellent purpoſe, to compose 
this ſpiritual houſe of God. Tho? they ſhould b 
meaner than you in their worldly circumſtances 


many particulars of ſpeculation and practice; thc 
they belong to other Chriſtian ſocieties, which no 
only do not aſſemble with you, but wear a differ 
ent denomination; yea, tho' they are altogetht 


God would fill the place, and many would conf IN ane 


endeavour to excite the pious diſpoſitions ſuited rofl 


LY 


© And eſpecially attend to this, that the effect off 


tho? they ſhould be of different apprehenſions 


unknown to you: Yet as you belong to one b houſ 
ritual houſe, and are living ſtones that compo facr; 
the ſame building of God, your love and affect 
oOnate wiſhes ſhould accompany all that call i N : 
le name of the Lord Jeſus, both their Lord 4 178 
UU—T!. , ĩ 0 On . UIN 
4.᷑. Exerciſe the moſt ſtudious endeavours to i all 


farther built up for the excellent purpoſe of a 0 


. 


vine temple. Let the thought of that moſt noble 
and honourable uſe to which God admits you, in- 
ſpire you with an uncommon ardor to anſwer his 
expectations. Let the ſenſe of your unmeetneſs 
for ſo high a ſervice hitherto quicken your farther 
endeavours. - And let the apprehenſion, how much 
ur own intereſt and comfort and happy account 
ſtand connected with your advance in the divine 
life and likeneſs and ſervice, give a new vi- 
gour daily to your deſires and activity for an- 


upon all the inſtitutions of Chriſt, as well as that 
of hearing his word, that ye may grow thereby. 
Pet. ii. 2. If this is our prevailing temper, we 


be better and not for the worſe z and may look for- 
| bo the general aſſembly of the church of the firſt born 
vhich is written in heaven; to which God of his in- 


8 9 


Allium an holy Prieftbook. 
s 8 1 Peter H. 5. 0, 0 


e alſo as lively ones are built 


fare, acceptable ts Gad by Feſus Crit. 


Na former diſcourſe u pon theſe words it hath 
been obſerved, that the apoſtle repreſents the 
dignity of the Chriſtian church by a double 
= alluſion, namely, to the two things which 
de the greateſt figure in the ſervice of God under 


| © Chriſtians God's ſpiritual houſe. 19 


vering in every reſpect the character of divine 
temples. Let this be the aim of all your attendance 


hall come together in every aſſembly on earth for | 


ard with hope that we ſhall make a part of it, 1 


SERMON IL, 


) þ 4 ſpiritual 
| bouſe ; an holy prieſthood to ofer up ſpiritual 
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2% Chriſtians an hol Prleſtkouc. 
the old teſtament, the temple and the prieſt hood; 
aſſuring thoſe to whom he wrote, that both theſe 
characters are applicable to the Chriſtian church in 

a more excellent, but a ſpiritual ſenſe. 

I have finiſhed the conſideration of the firſt al. 
ready, That the Chriſtian. church is God's temple, pric! 
or, that it conſiſts of living fones, and is built up a i peop 

% or fe Loon 
I proceed to the other view given us of Chriſti- 
ans, That they are an holy prieſi hoad to offer up 
ſpiritnal ſacrifices, acceptable to. God by Jeſu 


* 


Chriſt. _ 


| Here we are to confider, 1. In what ſenſe Chi. 
Mans are made ah Boly prieſthood. = Their 


0 1 


buſineſs and work as ſuch, To offer up ſpiritual 
ſacriſices. 3. The way wherein their . offerings 
obtain acceptance. They are acceptable to God by 
Jeſus Chriſt. And then it will be Proper to 
improve the whole ſubject by a. ſuitable appl. 


I. We are to confider in what ſenſe Chriſtians are 
ſaid to be an holy Prieſthood. This is not the only 
place where the character is applied to them. They 
are called à royal prieſi hood in the gth verſe of this 
ſame chapter, And Chriſt is faid to have made us 
27 * priefts unto God, even his Father. Rey. 
1. 6. Which is repreſented as part of rhe ſubject 
of a triumphant ſong, in heaven, Rev, v. 10. Chri- 
ſtians then are ſer out as prieſts to God. For the 
ſtating of this, it may be proper to remark, 
1. That this character is applied to the Chriſti 
an church, not as ifſuch a proper and perfect prieſt- 
hood belonged to them as doth belong to Chrili 
their head, This aſſertion muſt not be underſtood hen fo 
in any derogation to that office of our Lord andWigious 
Maſter wherein he anſwered and fulfilled the wah mini! 


Chriſtiuns an holy Prieſthood. TY 

typical nature of the Moſaical prieſthood. That 
| was a province peculiar to himſelf, wherein he 
ſtood alone; and wherein there is no need of any 
to come after him, becauſe he perfectly diſcharged 
the whole work of a merciful and faithful high 
prieſt, in making reconciliation for the ſins of the 
people; Heb. ii. 17. and in conſequence of it is 
entred into heaven itſelf, to make interceſſion for 
us in vertue of his offering up himſelf for us once 
| for all; Hebr. iv. 14. chap. viii, 1. That imagi- 
nary and profane prieſthood, eſtabliſhed in the 
Rumiſo church, wherein they pretend to offer up a- 
gain anew propitiatory facrifice to God every time 
they confecrate the ſacramental elements, is an a- 
ſbomination which, caſts, the greateſt diſgrace upon 
the perfect ſacrifice of Jeſus Chriſt ;, for he alone, 
was the prieſt to offer that. By the eternal Spirit 
le offered up himſelf without pot to God. Heb. ix. 
14. Chriſtians are fo. far from a capacity tg 
bear any part in this prieſthood, that all their. 
1755 and happineſs depend upon the perfection of 
2, The Chriſtian church is not called an holy 
prieſthood, meerly for the fake of that goſpel mi- 


niſtry which is ſet up in it. Some people are migh- 
y fond of ſach a notion of Chriſtian prieſthood, and 
ave even ſeemed to lay all the ſtreſs of Chriſtiani- 
upon this, That an order of men, which is kept 
up in the Chriſtian church to miniſter in holy things, 
ould be eſteemed. true and proper prieſts, They 
dave Even run to ſuch a degree of extravagance as. 
0 maintain, that without ſuch ſuppoſed proper 
reſts there is no true church or ſacraments or or- 
175 Way of ſalvation. It is freely granted, that: 
hilt hath appointed that there ſhould be a ſer of 
den for the work of the miniſtry, to preſide in res, 
$10us aſſemblies, to preach the word of God, to 
miniſter che ſacraments, and to be the principal 
_—_ | > — OOO 


— — 


22 Chriſtians an holy Prieſthood. ” 7 
agents in diſcipline : But that the moſt proper name ay 
E 15 be E 99 theſe officers of the Chriſtian church oy 
is that of prieſts, I abſolutely 85 6 It is no ſmall I &; 
prejudice againſt this favourite title, that it is never ¶ che 
once applied to a goſpel-miniſter thro? all the new W If 
_ teſtament; tho”, as I have ſhewn, the name in a chat 


larger ſenſe 1s ſeveral times given to Chriſtians in pric 
general. I cannot but apprehend the work of mi. W cmi 


niſters under Chriſt in his houſe, bears more reſem- I the 
blance to either of his other offices than to that of I , pe 
his prieſthood. As they are ſtated inſtructers of MW nov 
men in the mind and will of God, they are the mi- add, 
niſters of his prophetical office, And in the ſtrict. 


eft ſenſe they are the miniſters of his ſpiritual king- N urg, 
dom. Not indeed to give any new laws to his houſe, blan 
which he hath not commanded already; but to pub- W Cod 
liſh and make known his laws, to invite and per. Exon 
ſuade men by the arguments of his goſpel to become they. 
| ſubjects of his kingdom, to preſide in his houſe, and N atio, 

to ſee his orders and conſtitutions obſerved in it. N were 
But for his prieſtly office, which ſolely conſiſted on Nas em 

_ earth in offering up a propitiatory. facrifice, they Who Ge 
have no ſhare in any ſuch thing. And their inter- War ne; 
ceſſions are only in vertue of his ſacrifice, as thoſe As G. 


ofall private Chriſtiansare. The Romaniſts indeed, ſſo the 
zs I obſerved before, have found work for their came 
prieſts, if they had any warrant for it, firſt to make privile 
the body of Chriſt, and then to offer it up as a pro- things 
per ſacrifice. But for Proteſtants, who diſown that Uthe ch. 
groſs corruption, to be fond of the name, is to me Chr. 
unaccountable. Some who have expreſſed molt he pri 
⁊eal for it among us, yet have owned. * That Noonicer 
s in the earlieſt times of Chriſtianity the name of comme 
2 prieſts was ſtudiouſly waved to avoid the impu- ents \ 
dation of Judaiſm, while that was yet a remarka- d, Eu, 
( ble profeſſion.” And why ſhould not P rotel- oted [ 
TFT n by a 
They 


e, of the e gay: 4. 


rant 
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| tants be as unwilling now to uſe the name for their 


miniſters, when the idolatrous prieſts of Rome are 
ſo zealous. for it? Yet after all, tho' I cannot like 
the name when applied to a Chriſtian miniſter ; yet 


I ſhould not contend about it with any, who avow 
| that they mean no more by it, than that they are 
prieſts in a figurative ſenſe, that is, people more 
eminently called ro miniſter in holy things. But 
the text applies the character, not 2 as with 
a peculiar eye to miniſters, but as the common ho- 
nour and privilege of all Chriſtians. I therefore 


1 


Exod. xix. 6. that if they would keep his covenant, 
they ſhould be to him a kingdom of prieſis, and a holũ 
nation. That is; As the prieſts in the ſeveral nations 
were looked upon by the people they belonged to 

as eminently ſacred and nearer to God than others, 

ſo God would admit the Jewiſh nation to a peculi- 

ar nearneſs to himſelf and treat them accordingly, 
As God declared this of old to the people of Ha, 
ſo the apoſtle here acquaints Chriſtians that they 
ame not behind the Jews in ſuch an honour and 
privilege, but they were an holy prieſthood. Such 
things as I thall mention, ſeem mainly deſigned in 


the character. 


(conſecrated with great ſolemnity, ſeparated from 


| 


by a hearty dedication of themſelves. 


4 


3. Chriſtians are called an holy prieſthood in a 
larger ſenſe, upon account of ſome moral reſem- 
blance which they bear to the ancient prieſthood. 
God promiſed of old to the people of the Jews, 


Chriſtians are peculiarly conſecrated to God, as 
the prieſts were. Under the law the prieſts were 


[ Feommon uſes, and devoted to God, Holy gar- 
ments were put upon them, and they were anoint- 

d, Exod. xl. 13. Thus Chriſtians in general are de- 

oted to God, externally by baptiſm, and inward- 
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which they were to be imployed. So Chriſtian 
are outwardly waſhed in baptiſm, and really by the 

blood of Chriſt from _— 'of ſin, and from 
the prevailing defilement 

vi. 11. Le are waſhed, ye are ſantified, ye are juſi. 
Fed in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spi. 
% ͥ ̃—Iᷣ—̊— OL Oe 
lereupon they are engaged in ſacred imploy: 
ment. The buſineſs of the prieſts was principally 
with God, and they were to be mainly converſant 
with ſacred things. Such is properly the work d 
a Chriſtian, it is truly divine and holy; as nt 


general head propoſed. I would only obſerve far. 
TR upon ns W 5 tn EF9M 
In conſequence of che other things mentioned, 
they are admitted to a liberty of peculiar acceſs to 
SVod. Every Chriſtian hath a greater freedom of 
approach to God, than even the prieſts under the 
law had. The common people among the Ira. 
lites were kept at a great diſtance from the taber- 
nacle, on peril of wrath upon the congregation. Num. 
i. 52, 53. The Levites might come nearer than than pr 
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juſt mentioned; but the prieſts might come near- 
er than the Levites: The Levites muſt not go i 
10 ſee, when the boly things were covered, left th: 
die. Num. iv. 20. The prieſts in common might 
come to the altar of burnt-offering to miniſter 
| Exod. xxx. 20, 21. But the high-prieſt only wiÞcrific 
allowed to enter the holieſt of all; and that no ho js / 
| at all times, or whenever he pleaſed, on pain 0 
death; Levit. xvi. 2. Once a year only he hat 
_ this liberty. Now the apoſtle tells us, that by tit 
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approach to God. The prieſts were waſhed before lah 
their admiſſion to the prieſthood. Exod. xl. 12. 
to intimate the holineſs of the God with whom 
they had to do, and the ſacredneſs of the work i 


% 


it by his Spirit. 1 Cy 


ſhall ſee more fully, when we come to the ſecond Which 


. 


body of the people, as is intimated in the plac 


 whok 


On. Hans » on bal e 25 
hole frame of that dfpindirion; and particularly 
by this that the bigh-prieſt was to enter into the ho- 
| jſt only once every year, the holy Ghoſt ſignified 

Bebis, that the way into the holieſt of all was not yet 
made manifeſt, while the firſt tabernacle was yet 
Landing. Heb, ix. 7, 8. that is, as I apprehend, 

chat the way for the freeſt and neareſt acceſs to 
God was not diſcovered and laid open to all under 
that diſpenſation. But now every Chriſtian has 
n privilege exceeding even that v4 the high-prieſt 


den. We have all boldneſs or liberty to enter into 
phe holieſt by the blood of Feſus. Heb. x. 19. which 


ſtle, chap. iv. 16. by coming with boldneſs, or li- 
berry and freedom, to the throne of grace, to obtain 
wrcy and find grace to help in time of need; to 
Ehich we are exhorted from the conſideration. of. 
Chriſt's prieſthood. In this -« «-" Chriſtians are 5 
1 2 95 an holy Prieſthood. 


ll. We are to confider the buſineſs and work a 5 
hriſtians, as an holy prieſthood. It is 70 offer up 
Spiritual ſacrifices. Every higb-prieſt is ordained to 
fer gifts and ſacrifices, ſaith the author of the e- 


the text obſerves, that the ſacrifices of the Chriſ- 
lan prieſthood are all /piritual. This character 
ay belong to them upon two accounts. 
1. With reſpect to the matter of them. They 
nd oppoſed to the material ſacrifices under the 
I. Thoſe have all ceaſed in their obligation and 
hide, which made the moſt obſervable figure in the 
rfeviſh worſhip. Inſtead of them, Chriſtians have 
(crifices to offer more ſuited to the nature of God, 
ho is 4 Spirit, and muſt be worſhipped in ſpirit aud 
ruth. John iv. 24. Thus, 
They offer up themſelves as a living ſacrifice. 
em. xi. 1. This indeed is neceſſary to their be- 
k ang an n holy pond: and as ſuch hath been 
D conſt- 
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think is ſufficiently explained in the ſame epi- 
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iſtle to the Hebrews, chap. viii. 3. But St. Peter 


26 Chriſtians an holy Prieſthood. 
conſidered already, their ſelf-dedication. But az MW TI 
this is to be often renewed, and repeated afreſh, MW ob) 
particularly in a ſolemn manner as oft as they come hol 
to the Lord's table, it may juſtly be conſidered a; Il beſt 
an eminent branch of the ſpiritual ſacrifices which I fice: 
they are to offer as made an holy prieſthood, They ¶ we 
are from time to time to ſtrengthen their bond;, I Anc 
and ſummon up their ſouls anew to the moſt uniyer. W God 
ſal and abſolute ſurrender : Indeed they ſhould make ¶ if it 
a daily facrifice of themſelves in this manner to God, W to hi 
They alſo preſent thoſe duties to God which he 5 
tequires from them. And theſe are their ſpiritual Wfe 


fſacrifices. Such we are to eſteem all the duties of Wticul: 
ppiritual worſhip paid immediately to God. Prayer N crit 


is ſuch a ſacrifice, founded in nature, practiſed be- 
fore the Moſaical law, continued with the ſame ob- 
ligation under that law, and is an eminent goſpel 
ſacrifice too. In ſuch a view as a facrifice David 
under the law deſcribes it. Pſal. cxli. 2. Let my 
prayer be ſet forth before thes as incenſe, and tit 
lifting up of my hands as the evening ſacrifice. Un. 
der the ſame alluſion of odours or incenſe the prayer 
of ſaints are repreſented in Rev. v. 8. Praiſe an 
_ thankſgiving is another exerciſe of the holy prieſt 
Hood, in which they ought to be daily imployedi 
as they have daily reaſon for it. The apoſtle call 
us to offer this ſacrifice of praiſe to God continually 
_ Heb. xiv. 15. Humiliation and godly ſorrow tol 
fin is another branch of homage to God, which w 
_ Chriſtians, as well as all good men before us, ow 
to the Majeſty in the heavens. Even under tht 
legal diſpenſation the Pfalmiſt gives this a gre 
preference to all ritual ſacrifices. Pſal. li. 16, 1 
Thou deſireſt not ſacrifice, that is, of bulls or of goat 
#bou delighteſt not in burnt-offerings. <* Theſe er 
4 ternal things are of ſmall account with thee com 
L pared with ſincere repentance.” So it follows 
Ihe ſacrifices of God are a broken ſpirit ; a broit 
and a contriis hegrt, O God, thou wilt not 45 
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Chriſtians an holy Prieſthood. 
Theſe ſacrifices or acts of worſhip are of everlaſting 
obligation, as we are creatures and ſinners; and 


hold thro” all diſpenſations, even the brigheſt and 

beſt, that of 97 goſpel. And when the other ſacri- 
hed, theſe remain in full force, and 

we are made an holy prieſthood to offer them. 


fices are aboli 


And not only the immediate acts of worſhip to 
God, but every other duty of the Chriſtian life, 
if it be performed for God's fake and with an eye 


ſpiritu 
fer: Charity and beneficence to the neceſſitous is par- 


ticularly ſpoken of in the new teſtament as ſuch a 
acrifice. St. Paul ſpeaks of the beneficence of the 
Philippians to him, as a ſacrifice acceptable, well- 
pleaſing to God. Phil. iv. 18. So in the epiſtle to 
the Hebrews, chap. xii. 16. the ſacred writer ex- 
horts, To do good and to communicate forget not, for 
with ſuch ſacrifices God is well-pleaſed. All theſe 
re either offerings to God of a ſpiritual nature in 
hemſelves, or intrinſically and morally good, in 
liſtinction from ceremonial obſervances; and 
herefore may be ſtiled ſpiritual ſacrifices for the 


j 


atter- of hem. 


piritual ſacrifices. They are not offered up with 
aterial fire, nor with outward rites and ceremo- 
les, like the Moſaical oblations. But the main 
Wing in Chriſtian ſacrifices is the ſpiritual manner 
e performance. They offer them under the aids 


d with a willing mind: And in the exerciſe of 


poſe Chriſtians are an holy prieſthood: They 


27 


* 4 « a * US us 
= 4 * . 
9 R 1 4 5 — - 
Dees — ag — . 
* — — = 1 ends 4d * 1 
* * — * 5 x Ah ö 
—— ZI - ; . —_— 
- 8 = ws ca 9 
— 


wo 


to his . is to be eſteemed a part of theſe 
ſacrifices which we are conſecrated to of- 


Es 
n 
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ay . With reſpect to the manner of offering them, 
oſe to which Chriſtians are called are eminently 


nd influences of the divine Spirit, helping their in- 
mities therein. They offer them from theirhearts, 


ith and love, which is the fire aſcending to 
aven, that kindles their facrifice, and makes it 
hat God accounts a living ſacrifice. For this 


called ro ſuch work by the command of the 
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28 Chriſtians an holy Prieſthood... 
* goſpel, and they are qualified for it by the grace 
e 1 

III. We are yet to conſider the way wherein 
_ theſe offerings of Chriſtians are accepted. Their 

erſons, their performances are acceptable to God 

by Feſus Chriſt. Thus St. Peter takes care to di- 
ſtinguiſh the prieſthood of Chriſt from the prieft. 
hood aſſigned to Chriſtians, and they are taught 

to depend upon him for all. An account of this 

may be given in two particulars. 9 


x. Through the mediation of Chriſt alone their 


ſacrifices find acceptance. By vertue of his proper 
prieſthood, in both the branches of it, his offering 


up of himſelf to God upon the croſs as a propiti-W  - 
tion for our ſins, and his interceſſion for us in her- 3, * 
Ven in vertue of that atonement, He firſt Joved us, 17 
und waſhed us from our ſins in his own blood ; and 5 
Io mage us kings and prieſts unto God and bis Father ff ;, .; 
Rev. i. 5, 6. We could never have been ac. kn 

| Ceptable offerers, if he had not expiated our gui I verſe 
An holy and offended God would otherwiſe adm on 
us to no intercourſe with himſelf. But he blood ii. 2. 
Cbriſt, who thro the eternal Spirit offered bin" (ng. 

_ without ſpot to God, is ſufficient to purge the conſci ai. 

_ ence, ſo that we may be both encouraged and ad Meg: 
mitted ro ſerve the living God. Hebr. ix. 14. Tit ſhoul; 

- ſcripture alſo directs us to eye his interceſſion above pu 

or his repreſenting and pleading this his facribc e 

on our behalf with the Father, as the way of ou nue ne 

. obtaining a favourable regard to all our offering . 
UNence he is repreſented as having much incenſe N of vor 
offer with the prayers of all ſaints upon the golat Wiar 

altar before the throne. Rev. viii. 3. And we 4 ing th 
directed to offer the ſacrifice of praiſe to God by bi Are. 

_ Heb. xii. 15. to tranſmit it thro? his hands as oF}. 

e to recommend it. chat v 

2. By vertue of their relation to Chriſt the ap A 

crifices of Chriſtians are accepted thro! his meal gs y 50 
77 LG: M : 
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Chriſtians an holy Prieſthood.” 29 
tion. It is not enough to make them acceptable, 
that Chriſt hath made atonement, and ever lives 
to intercede, unleſs we can according to the goſ- 
pel conſtitution claim an intereſt in the Mediator, 
and the benefit of what he hath done and is ſtill 
doing in order to the acceptance of ſinners. Now 
this we cannot claim, till we are in a covenant- 
relation to him. Upon our coming to him, as in 
ver. 4. which is done by faith, love and obedience, 
| we become an holy prieſthood, capable of pre- 
ſenting acceptable offerings, and intitled to the be- 
nefit of his prevailing mediation.” - 
I now cloſe all with ſome application. 


1. Let all who name the name of Chriſt, ſeri- 
ouſly conſider what they are called to: To be an 
boly prieſthood, to offer up ſpiritual ſacrifices accepta- 
RC cod ire eras Cargo ooo 

Do any of you then yet live in ſin? Fithout God 
in the world, ſtrangers to him, without a practical 

acknowledgment of him, or any reliſh for con- 

verſe with him! Do you facrifice only to your 
W own luſts, like them whoſe God is their belly? Phil. 
ii. 19. Do you live witbout Chriſt? without a 
"W ſenſe of your need of him, without a dependence 
; upon him, without making daily uſe of him as your 
a Mediator in humble applications to God? If this 
ſhould be your caſe, what an inconſiſtency is there 
between your profeſſion and your practice? Do 

Jou wear the name of Chriſtians, and yet conti- 
me negligent of religion, impure in heart and life, 
ſenſual and earthly in the governing inclinations 
of your ſpirits, and in the tenor of your actions? 
What! can you imagine yourſelves, notwithſtand- 
ng theſe things, to belong to this holy prieſthood? 
Are you fo far from taſting the pleaſure of free 
acceſs to God, that you care not to come at him ? 
J that you are averſe to the duties wherein you are 


8. yourleiyes with prelenting mere external ſer- 
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30 Chriſtians an holy Priefthood. 
yices without that ſpirituality and ſincerity of 
heart which is the life of acceptable worſhip? If 
matters ſtand thus with you, you muſt be the very 
reverſe of a Chriſtian ; you have not yet learned 
Chriſt to any purpoſe, nor truly belong to his 
family. Conſider how you rum counter to the end 
of God in the Chriſtian inſtitution 3 how you de- 
ny him and withhold from him that honour in the 
world, which he intended to himſelf from the Chri- 
ſtian prieſthood. But while you wear the name, 
and come to bim as his people come, if you are not 
in a diſpoſition to preſent to him the ſpiritual ſa- 
dbrifices which he requireth, you may juſtly tremble 
___ 8t the ſeverity he uſed to wicked prieſts, Nadab 
and Abihu, and at his awful declaration upon that 
occaſion, Lev. x. 3. This is it that the Lord ſpake, 
ſaying, Iwill be ſanflified in them that come nigh me, 
and before all the people I will be glorified. It God 
ſhould reſpite his vengeance in the preſent life, he 
will certainly ſtrike home in another without re- 
pentance. No ſuch puniſhment can await a hea- 
then world, as that which is prepared for a wicked, 
irreligious, impenitent Chriſtian. Pardon the im- 
propriety of the epithets, ſince the too common 
practice of many who wear the name of Chriſtians 
Joins together theſe monſtrous inconſiſtencies, a 
Chriſtian profeſſion and à moſt unchriſtian life. | 
Bioeſeech you therefore by the mercies of God, and | 
will add by the errors of the Lord allo, by the de- 
ſign of Chriſt's coming into the world, by the 
name you bear, by the baptiſm you have received, 
and by all the awtul warnings of the goſpel, that 
you would ſpeedily render yourſelves a holy, a living 
and an acceptable ſacrifice to God, © 
And if you are ſincere Chriſtians, often conſider 
#he vocation wherewith ye are called, or what you 
are called to, Think of the honour and dignity 
pf your character. God hath ſet you apart for bim. 
elf. Pl, iv. 3, It is a promiſe of evangelical * 
N 55 | EE Were 
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wherein the Spirit of God deſcribes the dignity of 
Chriſtians, Iſa. Ixi. 6. Ye ſhall be named the prieſts 
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of the Lord; men ſball call you the miviſters of our 
20d. 


What then becomes you? Lay to heart the 


reaſonableneſs of the imployment to which pou are 


1 8 of every intelligent being, 


certain acceptableneſs of your work thro* Chriſt, 
if performed in ſincerity. How ſhould this ani- 


mate your zeal and fervor, to be ſtedfaſt and un- 
moveable, and always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, ſince you know that your labour ſhall 


not be in vain in the Lord! Meditate on the ſupe- 


called in itſelf, the ſervice of God; which is the 
perfection of your natures, the glory and the han- 
hat which the 
igheſt angels eſteem their higheſt honour, and per- 
form with the greateſt pleaſure, Set in view the 


rior excellence of the diſpenſation you are under a» 


bove that of the ancient church. Let the clearneſs, i 


the liberty, the grace to which you are admitted, 


ſtrike upon all the ſtrings of gratitude, and inſpire So 


you with the ſpirit of the goſpel. Let every fin : 


therefore in ſuch views appear to you the more 
aggravated, and produce the more godly forrow. 
Let holineſs to the Lord be written upon all your 
devotions and your whole converſation. Let eve- 

ry religious exerciſe be peculiarly delightful to you, 

as the moſt proper province ſuited to your character. 
Come to ſuch ſolemnities with pleaſure and delight. 

Be careful that you perform them in a ſpiritual 
manner. And let your eye be directed to Chriſt 

in them all; and moſt eſpecially in ſuch as direct- 
ly repreſent him to you, as his holy table above 
all others is deſigned to do. In a word, let che 


ſcope and tenor of your courſe be to exerciſe this 
y prieſthood in one or another branch of itz ac- 


admitted to a free acceſs, _ 


holy 
ng ſtill as devoted to God, ſet apart to his ſervice, 
deligned and qualified for converſe with him, and 


2. Conſider this prieſthood as a matter to be on 5 
2 2 RT _— 
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3%  Chriftians an holy Prieſthood. 
ſummated in the heavenly ſtate. If we are waſhed Wl ar 
from our ſins prevailingly by renewing grace, we 
are allowed to come freely to the throne of grace; 
 Hebr. x. 22. But we muſt be entirely waſhed from 
every defilement, before we approach to the throne 
of glory. Thoſe above have entirely waſhed their 
'  pobes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

Therefore are they before the throne of God, and 
" ſerve him day and night in his temple; and he that 
fits on the throne dwells among them. Rev. vii. 14, 
| 15. Thus prieſthood riſes there to its full height 
of luſtre and bleſſedneſs. Rev. xx. 6. Bleſſed and 
HBoh is he that bath a part in the firſt reſurrection; 
vb. ſuch the ſecond death hath no power, but they 
ſhall be prieſts of God and of Chrift. Here we en. 
ter into the holieſt only by faith, but there by ac- 
tual poſſeſſion. Here indeed we have acceſs to God, 
but we /ee him only thro a glaſs darkly; then we 
ball ſee him face to face. 1 Cor. xiii. 12. Earth 
will not admit of the full and immediate preſence 
of God: That would be a miſery to us till we are 
changed; the glory would either ſtrike us dead or 
blind; as we ſee in SauPs converſion, and St. obus 
extraordinary viſion. A mortal cannot ſee God 
and live. But in the future ſtate our faculties will 
be ſuited to the fulleſt views. Here we ſerve God 
with much weakneſs: Our thoughts of him are low, 
our expreſſions flat, our affections languiſhing, 
But then we ſhall know him far better, and be ca- 
pable of praiſing him in the ſtrains of heaven. Here 
when the ſpirit is willing, yet the fleſh is often 

| weak: We cannot maintain a fervor long in facred 
_ exerciſes. But there we ſhall always behold the face 
f -our Father in heaven, and be able to bear i 
Mat. xviii. 10. Here our thoughts are frequently] 
diſturbed and diſtracted, when we would be glaqm 
that they were moſt fixedly engaged. But then 
will be nothing above to diſcompoſe or divert vuWing 
Our fouls will be altogether tuned to heavenly work 


and 
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Curt un holy Prieſthood. 33 
and no defect will remain either in the prieſt or the 
facrifice., Abd af be child. 
| will be 
church of the firſt. born 

Now when we are contemplating this character 
| to which we are called, we ſhould not terminate 


our view within the preſent imperfect ſtate of our 


prieſthood, ' but take a believing, proſpect of the 


paration for ſuch hopes. Having theſe promi 


2 


This expectation may contribute to maintain out 


value for the privilege of acceſs to God and for his 
 W ſervice: That will be the happineſs and the work 
of heaven. And it may ſupport and comfort us 
under the lamented imperfections of our preſent 

krvice. | "Theſe ſhall not laſt always, but Chrift 
Hein raiſe us tp to a more excellent prieſthood. 
Finally, this refreſhing view may reconcile us to 
dying. By that we finiſh our imperfect miniſtrati- 
bn; and enter upon the work of the heavenly prieſt- 


d 


. 
8 vr 
Wood, ' A good man here ſometimes feels ardent 


1 
if, 
ly 


Would he reach forward toward the bliſsful day, 


ond reſemble his bleſſed Maſter more. fully than he 
| e could below 5 in this among other [x ings, in 
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[who conſtitute this prieſthood, 
unanimous in the A aſſembly and 


promiſed ronſummation of it. This might excite 
us more fully to conſecrate ourſelves now, in pre- 
de ſhould the more ardently endeavour to cleanſe 
Wl 17 ſelves from all filthineſs both of fleſh and ſpirit, 
und to perfett holineſs in the fear of God. 2 Cor. 
W vii. 1. This proſpect is fit to quicken our diligence = 
in fulfilling the duties of our preſent prieſthood, 
and to prevent our wearineſs of them: All that 
& hborious and difficult in them will ſoon ccaſe. 


re deſires after the opportunities of ſerving his God: 

dis foul longeth for him as in a dry and ibirſiy land, 

colts fee bis power and his glory ſo as he hath ſeen them 
the ſankkuary. Pf. 1x11. 1, 2. How much mote 


when he ſhall be a prieſt to God in his temple above, 


—_— —— —u— 


a of whip 0 


SERMON . 
f 0 rn g G d in I and ruth, 
oe John i Iv. 24. r 00 


God i is 4 5 irit, and they that ws ii wy 
x 2 51 bim in ou and in truth. | 


| N this chapter we have a very emerkable 
conference tween our bleſſed Saviour, and 


1 2 woman of Samaria; of which conference 
; the verſe I have now read to you, is a part. This 
Samaritan perceiving by what had paſt in diſcourſe, 
chat the perſon talking with her was one of uncon- 
mon knowledge and wiſdom ; in as much as he 
could tell her thoſe perſonalaffairs, which without 
a very extraordinary acquaintance with perſons, and 
their circumſtances, no ſtranger: could have ſo di- 
rectly fallen upon, ventures to propoſe a queſtion, 
which was thought to be of conſiderable impor- 
tance at that time amongſt the Jews/and. Samari- 
tans; with a deſire and expectation of having the 


. judgment of a Prophet (for ſuch ſhe took him to 


be) ver. 19. given her in the caſGG. 
The matter in diſpute between the Jews and Sa. 
maritans was this, whether in that mountain, or 
in Jeruſalem men ought to worſhip; Which of theſe 
two places God had choſen for his moſt folemn ſta- 
ted publick worihip. The Samaritaus were of this 
mind, that Gerizim, che mountain on which their 
temp le ſtood, was the place to which they were to 
bring their ſacrifices andofferings for God's worſhip. 
t has been thought®, that the Samaritans 47 5 
ed mn as a more hoes place for thn 
Teruſalen, the Patriarchs having bui altars there. 
5 Yoo elo Fare een 
e We 1 Theſe 


Theſe people received the five der Moſes, ad : 
finding in Deut. xii. 5, 6. that God would have 
but one 105 for burnt-offerings and ſacrifices, they 
contended that mount Gerizim where Sanballat 
had firſt built a temple for them was that place. 
The Jes on the other fide, as vehemently aſ- 
ſerted from the Prophets, and other holy writings 
of the old teſtament (which the Samaritans reject. 
ed) that Jeruſalem was the place in which God had 
cen to record his name, and to have ſacrifices | 
offered to him. 4 5 , 
The — ben the News ie ane des | 
on chis account roſe ſo high, that they refuſed to 


| ſhew common friendſhip to one another. One in- 


ſtance of this nature on the part of the Samaritans 
you have Luke ix 51, 52, 53. they would not re- 
deive our bleſſed Saviour in a village of theirs, when 
he was 3 becauſe bis face was as though he 
would go 10 Feruſalem; becauſe they thought that 
he was going to worſhip at Jeraſalem, they were 

not willing to furniſn him with neceſſaries in his 
way thither. The known averſion the Jes and 

Famaritant had to one another, which appeared 

from this, and other inſtances, ſeems to be the rea- 
ſon of this perſon's wondering that our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, whom by his ſpeech, or habit, ſhe might 


| conclude to be a Few, ſhould hold ſuch a conver- 


fation with her, or ask of her water to drink, ver. 9. 
Then ſaith the woman of Samaria unto him, how 
is it that thou being a Few askeſt drink of me 
which am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews have 
no dealings, or no friendly communications, except- 
ing ſometimes in the utmoſt neceſſity, with the 


"Samaritans. Such was the hatred they bore one to 
another, when Jeſus Chriſt, who was the great 


peace-maker between men and men, as well as be- 
Narr an offended Majeſty and * men, made 
ene i in our fleſh. 


By : | Quy 


temples themſelves ſhall be deſtroy 


n e TE ee EE 


36 0 — God, 
Our bleſſed Saviour, being deſirous to turn this 
converſation to what: might be more to the perſon's 
advantage than a diſputè of that nature could then 
be, after having ſaid ſome what to the queſt ion in 
debate, tells her in ver. 23. The: hour cometh, and 
now is, when the true worſſiippers ſhall worſhip 
the Father in fpirit and in truth. for che Faber 
ſeeketh ſuch to-worſhip him. 

There is the leſs reaſon for trowdling; your. 
ſelves about this diſpute now, in as much as the oc- 
caſion of it will be removed in a very little time f; 
for, the ſacrifices which are offered either in Jeru- 
ſalem or Gerizim ſhall ſoon ceaſe. for ever, and the 
ed, and thus the 
privilege about which you contend will be taken 

from you both. What you are moſtconcern'dto take 
notice of is this; that neither ſhall 'rhe/worſhip of 
God be continued to one place only, nor ſhall it 
ſtand at all in ſacrifices and burnt· offerings 3 but 
they only ſhall be accounted the, true worſhippers, 
vrho, in what place foever they are, ge their heart; 
and ſouls entirely to God, to love, and obey him 
in all chings; for chat is the wor Shaka 
ways moſt acceptable to the Father z and that doc- 

5 us the doctrine of the Goſpel; by means of which 
ſo great an alteration is to be made; is already be- 

gun to be publiſhed to the wore nor (will this be 
0 5 much ſurprizing, if you the Being to 
be worſhipped; God is a Spirit, wond they that wor- 
Pip him, muſi- worſhip him in ſpirit: and in truth. 
Our bleſſed Saviour intimates, that neither of thoſe 
: Poop however they had been and then were re- 
eftively eſteemed, ſhould much longer give de- 
Nomination to the true worſhippers z and he further 
Intimates that ſuch religious worſhip was now under 
che goſpel diſpenſation more peculiarly expected 
and would be accepted of God (in Wbatever pou 
| "0p Par. - 14991, 


perform 


en e un 37 


which ſort of 2 P, upon the publication and 
ſpread of the goſpel of Chriſt throughout the 
Nerd, that of t 2338 Malachi ſeems to refer, 


Malachi i. 1 1. For from the riſing of the ſun, even 
2 the going down of the ſame, ty name ſhall be great 
the Gentiles, aud in every place incenſe ui my 


Fo offered unto my name, and a pure offering 


of if hoſts, 140 I; 


I hope may be of ſome ſervice to you, apy Jam 


name ſhall be great among the ale, Au tbe Lord 


performed) ) wbich was ſpiritual, 1 Peter ii. 7. to 


I would take this occaſion. to ſuggeſt to you a 
feythoughts concerning God and hisworſhip, which 


ſenfible that a great many other things very conſi- 
derable might be mention'd and Oe ds 3 


n at Pant muſt be e 


2 5 Let us conſider what our Saviour tells us con- 3 


cerning God, that he 1 is a e 


unh maybe ſuppoſed to inchuge in it, 


| 4 Let us conſider mh our blefled Saviour here 1 


faith concerning God. God is: 4 Spirit. 


It muſt beown'd, chat ſome have raiſed adifficul- = 


t about this aſſertion as it ſtands 1 in our tranſlation. 


The original text is aveJua d Oede, Cod a Spirit. We 
ſupply 1 it with #54, is 3 others with diner, or s- 
uires;; God ſeeks or requires the ſpirit or mind - 5 


and then it will run thus, Becauſe God requires 


ſpirit, therefore it concerns us, if we would be 4 8 8 
1 of him as true worſhippers, to worſhip him 
JVich the ſp pirit. But tho this this ſhould be i: titre 
ledged as > true ſenſe, it does nat from hence 


follow that God is not a Spirit. May it not be 
thus argued? God would have the ty Fo 
kind of worſhip paid to him, or that he chuſes 


fre what is | moſt pers What can be — 
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_— of worſhipping God 
ed moſt perfect but that which is moſt agreeable to b 
h 


is a Spirit? And this I think has been frequenly 
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to the bleſſed Cod. 
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to ſay what a ſpirit is not, than to define what it is; 
as our bleſſed Saviour told bis Diſciples when he 
7 unexpectedly appeared to them after his reſurrec- 
tion, eden that they thought he had been 
ſpirit; a /pirit bath not feſp de wee, as Je fee 2 
10 Dave, Luke xxiv. 39. 


poſition of parts; and when in holy ſcripture ſome 
of thoſe parts or members which we have are al- 
| <fibed to him, we are not to take them in the lite. 
ral ſenſe, as if God had eyes, and hands as we have, 


d 0 us in our preſent ſtate; to denote, and put u 
iin mind of his knowledge and power; that he ob 
ſerves whatever 1s done in the world by his cre: 
tures; and that he is a being of the moſt extenſiv 


made, and able to reward or puniſh them, wharf 
Io they are, according to their behaviour. 


| He: is a being perfectly immaterial, free from 
imperfections of matter, and from all the infirm 


his nature? And if of all worſhip that of the mind, 1h 
6r that which is ſpiritual, is the Loft perfect kind I i 
of worſhip,” may we not from hence be led to think if © 


that God is indeed a Spirit? He requires the ſpirit E 
and ſpiritual worſhip, as the molt excellent Kind 
of worſhip; as it is the moſt excellent kind of wor. If th 
ſmip, may we not think that it is moſt ſuited to the I rit 
Atvine nature, and from hence be induced to con- Nu 


clude that the divine nature is ſpiritual, or that God 


proved from many other conſiderations relating 


It's univerſally granted, chat! it 8 wuch more eaſy 


| We may think and ſay concerning God; that he 
is the moſt pure, immaterial being, without com. 


but figuratively, and as mentioned in condeſcention® 


power, fit to govern the world of creatures he hy 


When we ſay that God is a Spirit, we mean . 


bing } 
get 


268 of corporeal th an more excelle 
de 


in ſpirit and truth. "+ 
being than all created ſpirits, whether Angels or 
human ſpirits, from whom theſe received their be- 
ings, on which account he may be called the God 
the ſpirits of all fleſh, Numb. xvi. 22. and the 
Father of ſpirits , Heb. xii. 9. 5 ; 


What we call the light of nature led men to 

| think concerning God, that He was mind or Spi- 

ritz this is the moſt excellent nature, and it's fit 

we ſhould think of God as moſt excellent, and 
deny concerning him whatever would argue any 
imperfection, as the making him to be a material 


IL. We are to conſider what our worſhipping hi = 


4 in Spirit and in truth may be underſtood to in- 
. TI Co a LFOnY 7 
„t may be obſerved, that it is here taken for 
granted, that God ig to be worſhipped. Next to 


the belief of a God, and the knowledge we have of 
his perfection, and the relation we ſtand in to him, 

te Mit very naturally follows in a conſiderate mind, 

m. that we owe ſome reſpect, or ſome ſort. of wor- 

1. wk — Se I... 
When we think of him as before all beings be- 
lite. ide himſelf, without beginning or end, from e- 
aue verlaſting to everlaſting; as poſſeſt of all poſſi- 
tion ble perfection; as the God who gave us our beingy, 

in whom we live and move; on whom we have 


Though (Spirit) ſignifies a nature more excellent than (body), 


crex het that (viz. Spirit) and all human words are too low to ſpeak 
ne eſſence of God, any otherwiſe than analogically or meta- 
e hi phorically ; for God is above all our formal expreſſions or con- 


eptions 3 but created ſpirits. being the higheſt created beings 


wal nown tous, and our ſouls of that nature, they are the cleareſt 
Ii in which we can know God; and though the word (Spirit) 
n thi rſt ſignify created ſpirit, it doth tranſcendently, eminent» 


7 lignify the infinite Father of ſpirits, and we can ſay no- 
lung higher of God's Eſſence, than that he is this infinite, per- 


oy 


we tranſcendent pri 
= Baxjer's Paraph. on Jobn ir. 24. 
| 1 | | ED our 


bg” 
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dur conſtant dependence for the continuance of life, I ak, 

and forall the bleſſings and enjoyments of it; and ny 
for all the happineſs of the life to come: When Il 5 

we go on to think, that he has been pleaſed 

to make us creatures capable of enquiring after 

him, of diſcovering by his works and by his 

word, that he is, and in ſome good meaſure what 

he is; the conſideration of his own perfection, 

the relation we ſtand in to him, the capacities he 

has endowed us with, the many benefits we have 

received from him, and the expectations we may 

have of farther good: Theſe conſiderations lead us 

to conclude, that we owe the greateſt reſpect, or the 

beſt kind of worſhip we are capable of paying him, 

The Heathens themſelves, who had not the ſame 

advantages we enjoy, who are favour'd with the 

| Holy ſcriptures, eſpecially with the goſpel of Jeſus 

— Chriſt, the heathens acknowledge that God was to 

be worſhipped, tho' they fell into a great many 

very groſs miſtakes, both with regard to the being 

of God, and their manner of worſhipping him; 

growing vain in their imaginations, their Fooliſh heart 

= was darkened, &c. Rom. 1. 21, 22, 23. Taking it 

n= for granted that God was to be worſhipped, our 

_ = | bleſſed Saviour who came into the world as the 

= A cggght of it, inſtructs us in this place, how he is to 

be worſhipped, or what kind of worſhip is moſt a- 

-greeable to his holy will, and acceptable to him; 

and this muſt be in ſpirit and in truth; which, as 

I. apprehend, includes that the heart or mind is to 

be engaged in our worſhip; and that the goſpel 

== of Jeſus Chriſt be regarded by us as the rule of 

=_ ' worſhip, or that we now under the goſpe} adhere 

38 to its directions in our worſhip. . 

- They that worſhip Him, ny worſhip Him in ſpt- 

rit; with their ſpirits, with proper acts of the mind, Ng 

and with a ſuitable frame and temper of mind, ſhox. 

Kom. i. ED with a right ſpirit and with true affecti-Nthiau. 

10 . 3 „„ -- 
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re een :e 
55; and this may be taken as andin in oppo 
ion to mere External acts of what is called wor- 
3 255 which both Jes and Samaritant are chought 


ve aſcribed too much; tho“ we are obliged to 
fve God with Gür bodies as well as with our ſpi- 
fits; 1 Cor. vi. 20. As both are his, both fhoüld 
be preſented to him as a living ſacrifice, Rom. xil. 1. 
Wy nds, Wick AN thee poder and Cpt 
ate to be engaged in God's worſhip, 
a and we are worſhip him with 

cur ſpirits. And this may intimate. 


I. That our thoughts are to be duly employed 
when we worſhip God. He has made n 


beings: What we call thought is the act of the min 


accident, and undeſignedly, in that inſtant (Where- 
cher he is as to place) he cannot be ſaid to worſhip. 
od in ſpirit, or with the mind, He is not then' 
ly worſhipping Him ; he 


ith God, of properly Ti 
unks not of what to others he ſeems to be doing, 
= . 
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42 Of worſpipping Gd 
There may indeed be to us ſome unayoidable 
diverſion of the thoughts, whilſt we with upright 


hearts endeavour to worſhip God: As we are cir- 
cumſtanced in this ſtate oF frailty, we are liable 
to thoſe interruptions and diſtractions which every 
good Chriſtian laments when he reflects upon them, 
and which 10 Chriſtian can truly ſay that he is 


: wholly free from: that worſhipper of God is mo/ 
happy who is moſt free from them; ſuch an unal- 
lowed abſence of the mind, owing to particular 


indiſpoſitions of body which nearly affect the mind, 
de 


or to particular incidents, whilſt perſons are enga- 


zed in religious worſhip with a deſign to ſerve 
od to the beſt of their powers, ſhould not diſ- 


courage them from going on in any particular part 


of worſhip as well as they can; the God we wor- 


| ſhip knows our frame, he remembers that we are duſ. 


And according to the grace of the goſpel of Jeſus 


_ Chriſt we may hope for acceptance in our attempt 


to honour God, notwithſtanding ſuch unallowed, 


and lamented interruptions in our holy things; and 
pet I think that, at worſhip which has moſt of 
thought in it, as it is moſt ſpiritual, is moſt accept- 
_ _ able tothe Being whom we worſhip : the more in- 
tent the mind or ſpirit is upon proper and real 

a cds of worſhip in which it is exerciſed, the more 

_ ſpiritual that worſhip may be ſaid to be 
2. Then we may be ſaid to worſhip God in 
ſpirit, when we have a due eſteem and love for 
him. When we ſet ourſelves to think of the bleſſed 
Gods, what a Being he is, and what his excellences 


are; how knowing and wiſe, how powerful and 


good; how his mercy is everlaſting, and his faith- 
flulneſs never failing; when we further conſider in 
how many inſtances he has been gracious to us, as 


to the bleſſings of his common providence, in ſe- 


_ curing us from innumerable dangers, in carrying 
us fately thro* many others, and in ſupplying 1 
; F wich 


2 


8 


_ in ſpirit and truth. 43 
with all thoſe good things we enjoy, by means of 
which our paſſage thro” this world is made ſo com- 
fortable to us; and more eſpecially when we me. 
ditate on the proviſion he has made through the 
mediation of Fig own Son for the pardon of our 
fins, for our being in a ſtate of peace and favour 
with himſelf; for the encreaſe of our holineſs and 
comfort, in this ſtate of trial, and for our perfect 
and eternal happineſs in the life to come; ſuch _ 
thoughts. as theſe help to lead us on to a Ry fs 
eſteem of ſuch a Being, to deſire a ſpecial intereſt 
in him, as our reconciled God and Father thro? 
Jeſus Chriſt, and to love and delight in him as our 
chief good, and ſatisfying portion. Such acts, or 
ſuch an exerciſe of the mind are a part of that 
reſpect or worſhip we owe to him; and, as acts 
peculiarly belonging to the mind or ſpirit may 
properly be called ſpiritual worſhip. I may ada 
under this head, that in ſuch a mind there will 
be what we call zeal, or a due concern for the pro- 1 
moting his: glory in the world; which zeal, or 
concern for God honour, when exerciſed on pro- 
per occaſions, in our ſeveral ſpheres, and with a 
truly chriſtian regulation of it, may be look d 
upon as an «inſtance of reſpect ſhewn to God, 
and of acceptable worſhip. And the ſame may be 
aid of thankfulneſs, or a grateful ſenſe the mind 
n has of all the divine favours xv 2" © 
r 3. Then we may be ſaid to worſhip God in ſpi- 
dit, or with the ſpirit, when we entertain a reve- 
5 © rential fear of him: When conſidering the infinite 
d diſtance there is between the great God and us, as 
1- | we are created beings, the work of his hand, and 
in the criminal difference on our part between a holy 
as | Majeſty and us conſidered as nful apoſtate crea- 
e- tures, our minds are poſſeſſed with a becoming awe 
ig Jof him. We ſhould be ſerioufty obſervant of the 
us divine Majeſty whenever we think of him, make 
JJ;kk os Earn 
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„ QF coerſkiphing G 
mention of his ſacred name, vr CASA 1 any par- 


ticular duty of worſhip, P/ 804 PEER: 7 We are 
to ſerve. 652 or Sp. od with ror and 
godly fear, if we would do 22 arp Ys Heh. x11. 
28, We are not to allow of, or indulge to any ya- 
nity. or lightneſs of TFT : and. 1 when 
we approach 05 the glorigus Majeſty of heaven in 
any religious duty; but to keep our diſtance, tc 
remember. what He is, and what We arg, whom he 
gracioully condeſcends to converſe with. 

1 RE 1 7 ſuch an exceſſive dread. which would 
keep ſinful creatures x 590 great a diſtance from 
God, and become an hinderance N ay ing : 
dutiful reſpect to him ; 5 1 00 ualt 175 ſes f 5 ol 
taken thoughts concerning God, and NN y ap. 
prebenſigns of him, as e r eing than what hi 

orks and his word would lead us to conclude o 
bim, if we rightly attended to theſe, and formed 
our notions 9 from thence. Such a fear or 
dread may better be called ſuperſtition. than wor, 
ſhip, and has a tendency. to no good, but ks 
evil. Tben perſons fear him aright, when they 
at the ſame time hope in meme P/al.cxlvii. 11, 
when. their reyerence i attended with a hearty: al. 

e&ion to, and complacency in him, reſembling 


the regard which dutiful children ſhew to a wiſe, 


and kind, and faithful parent, w om they reve: 
ory 0 the f. e Heh I 
4. Submi 2 to may n 8a con- 
ſiderable part of that reſpect we We to jp When 
we exerciſe a reſignation. to God in his providential 
diſpoſal of things, and have our minds ſet upon 
obedience to his preceptive by a8 i is pleaſ 0 
ke it; then we worſhip him in bi or wich 
FN Which i 1s Wag = in ſuch a diſpoſition, 
ſuch acts as Gels. When we hank that what- 
- an infinitely wile and. good, Being really or- 
bn is n and, well. erde and upon n this con- 


ſideration 


nn i 7 nb 


gration readily and cheerfully wed 
diſpoſalsof providence, without [ans io. 


murmuring or com- 
ways were une qual 


plaining againſt God as 


and when ye think 15 whatever he is pleaſed to 
command is becoming him as our ſupreme ruler, 
and deſigned for our advantage, as well as for his 
own honour, to prevent what would be prejudicial 

or deſtructive, and to promote what would be for 
our preſent and eternal welfare; when upon ſuch 


hts we are bene 4 upon following his (gracious 


tions, in order to its being well with us, that 


_ God may be ho who taketh pleaſure 


in the happineſs of his creatures and children; theſe D 


diſpofirions too, and acts of ſubmiſſion. may be rec- 


kaned uten of x, Ps we pay to God aur - 


great and gracious Governor. 


$ The fa me may he ſaid as to truſt a God, When 5 


we look: upon him as 2 true and faithful Being, a 


God ho annot lye or deceive; but will er . 
8 every word of promile wherein he has 
IV Us e a to hope, how unlikely fa- = 
EVER the fulfilment of SW c may leem, to 15 
nce in the veracity of . 
God, 1s a Part, of what we may call worſhip and „ 
man therefore ber repreſented, as ſpiritual, becauſe 
* 0 che ſpiri Why or the reaſonable N 


6. L hall oply add, that then, we may. be. ſaid 


be: This act 1 — 777 confi 


h properly b 
bart Mithin us. 


0 worthip, G00 Up ſpirit, when we ſincerely defire, 


and. carefally epdeavour to imitate him, ſo far as 


we are capable of it; when upon conſidering his 


divine excellencies which come. within, our notice, 


ang bee them, we. have an, ambition to re- 
emble him according to our meaſure, and then 
öh our: felxes to he followers, of him, 48 dean evils = 


u, Epheſ. v. . in one, in godneſa and bene 


ging, in patience 4 long ſuffer 


enge, in truth and faithfulneks,, i e — 25 


—— — ates 
<= 7 
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in ever TRE imitable excellency we can think of; 


ſurel ks muſt diſcover a high reſpect we have to 


| y 
the bleſſed God, When we ſer him before us as the 
beſt pattern; as it teſtifies our eſteem and admi. 


tation of his excellencies infinitely ſuperior to thoſe 


of every creature. And this may be called ſpiritua] 
orſhip, inaſmuch as the N or r - ſpirit muſt 


worſhip, 
ey be Engaged 1 in it. 


II. We are to worſhip God in eiuct, Which bene 
ſed to the ſhadows and figures under the 
Let no man, ſaith the Apo- 
f 


— — — 4 — — A * 
* R 9 — * nn. 


to be oppo 
ewiſh diſpenſation. - 
ſtle, j4dg '90u in meat or in drink, or in reſpect o 


4 holy day, or of the new moon, or of the ſabbath 
Jays,” which are a' ſhadow of things 60 come, but 
zhe, body is of. Chriſt; theſe were only ſhadows of 
future things, prefiguring Chriſt, i is the ſub- 
ſance. And the like account is given of the lay 
min Heb. x. 1. and in other places. Chriſt the only 
begotten of the Father, is ſaid to be full of grate 

and truth, John i. 14. He fully delivered to the 
od, and all thoſe 
J 


World che gracious purpoſes of G 
truths concerning our f; alvation Whicy are neceſſar 
7 to be known and believed. Thus we read John 

I. 17. that grace and truth came by Jeſus Chriſ. 

* Thoſe trutks which lay cover'd and veiled un- 
„ der the Law, delivered to the Fews by Moſes, 
© were made known and c RALd by Jeſus 

«Chriſt ; for it was he that made an all-ſufficient 

1 


i 
« facrifice for the expiation of the fins of the tru 


«© penitent; it was he that preſcribed rules of li 
« naturally and intrinſically good; his poſitive 


<< -inſtitutions being very few and neceſſary; it 1s 

© he who winneth us to obedience by the moſt in- 

genuous motives and obligations, repreſenting 

God to us as our moſt loving Father; who pro- 
P 


miſeth the aſſiſtance of God's Holy Spirit to 
Work thoſe divine — in us which he requ 5 
„ 0.P 


c 0 


— 


w ſpirit and run. 47 
| & eth, and who aſſureth us that we ſhall be re- 
« warded with a reſurrection to life and immor- 
« tality*. As truth came by e and as 
his word is truth, z. e. the word of his goſpel pub- 
liſhed to the world, then we may be Ba to Wor- 
ſhip God in truth, when our worſhip is duly con- 
formed to the rules and directions which his goſpel 
contains: When, receiving the Goſpel of Chriſt. as 
what is deſigned to be our ſacred directory, we pay 
our reſpe& and homage to the divine Majeſty in 
thoſe religious duties which the goſpel commands, 
and in that manner which it . F 
From hence it appears that the particulars men- 
tion'd under the firſt general head, are by no means 
deſigned to exclude as needleſs, that which may 
be call'd external worſhip, in the ſeyeral preſcribed 
inſtances of it, but to accompany it: when we 
pray to God, or give him our praiſes, or attend 
so his holy word and ſacraments, our hearts are to 
be ſincerely engag'd in each particular duty of wor- 
e ſhip, whether performed in the cloſet, in the 
family, or in publick. And when we worſhip, | 
J 


n Fexerciſed, in the ſeveral duties preſcribed in the 
2. Neoſpel of Chriſt, John xiv. Les John xvi. 24. Heb. 
n- vi. 257. in whoſe name, and through whoſe merits 


5, Jand mediation we have our acceſs to God the Fa- 
'us ther, and hope of acceptance, then we may be 
nt Nfaid to worſpip him in ſpirit, and in truth. 
After what has been ſaid on this ſubje& I would 
further propoſe to your conſideration the following 

things, and conclude, SOR SO Wot hog £1.” 
ible to our mortal eyes; how vain a thing is it 

en to pretend to draw an image of a ſpiritual ' 


viſible being, reſembling any corporeal being? 


e Clogget's Paraphr. . ; 


* A" 


* Se. 4 7 
, - . 
#* 
. 
| - 


with our hearts or ſpirits thus engaged and 


1. If God be a Spirit, he muſt, as ſuch, be in- 


N chem that caution 


5 or” may 
. tay 
_ they owe their 


- ſuch could be 


— — 


Knee 4 4 


has , aft may; have mary 
3 „ foreſeeing the evil tendency 
IPaililet to. attempt 
ay thibg of A wee He knew what a ſtrong 
miffuence this would Rave to draw the Iſraelites 
© al in with the idblatiies' of the nations 
round about them, for which reaſon he gave 
& meet with in Dev. iv, 
. Taks ye there Ie 0, besd to your ſelves, 
Fr Jr „d % manner of fiuilitade, that 1s, of 
God, ' when © be” /pake 10 you out of the Bre, bf 
0 corrupt. 715 . "if make 70 your ſelpe 
: TE ly fmilitide of an figure, & 
bh folly of 2 is rs well expoſed in 75 
„from ver. 18. and people Would do right if 
cotifidered what even' to this day are, or 
may be the unliappy effects of ſuch a practice. | 
2. If God is to bewotſhi pped, what can ſuch 
fits think of cthemſaves who Have little or no 
concert about God's Worſhip? Wie live as with- 
dur God im the world, though every thing around 
be helpfüt to par them in mind of 
r choughtleſs perſons are they, Who 
good purpoſe; ſet. chemſelves fo con- 
ſider from who they had their being, to whon 
Pre ſer vation, and all the mercies 


they enjoy who live from day to day as if they 


lad never heard of God, or were no way oblig- 
cdl to pay 


y; their reſpects to him, or were not ac- 
o duntäbſe te hint; as if it Were really "juſt the 

_ ſame" thing” whether they worſhipped” him or no? 
perſuaded: to ane ſeriouſly, 
What can they think” of chemſelves? would. not 
they” wink char they are moſt unjuſt in withhold- 
ing from God War is his due? If they think: this a 
arri in: caſes wherein their fellow creatures 
are concerned, and would be very uneaſy under a 

charge of that kind, et a mach higher crime 


may 


very bad 


may they: judge themſelves guilty. of, whilſt they 
* do 'Y Thhold from the great God wha 
Would not they think chat they are moſt un⸗ 
grateful, in as much as all the inſtances of divine 
ove and bounty, all the inſtances of kindneſs 


and forbearance have been overlook'd or forgotten, 
or not anſwer ed with ſuitable endeavours to make : 
a thankful return? Would perſons be aſhamed to 


be charged with ingratitude to their friends? and 


is it nothing, 1s it not infinitely worſe to be thus 1585 


ungrateful to the kind and good God, to their 
belt friend ? rg is og di Bo Sd 
Would not they think, that they ate the gyeat- 
eſt enemies to themſelves, whilſt they wilfully neg- 
lect that God who alone can ſecure them from the 
worſt miſeries, help them in the times of the great- 
eſt extremity, and confer upon them the beſt of 

bleſſings? I oy with reſpe& to their temporal 
RE would be afraid of difobliging an able 


and ready friend, how much more reaſon have they 


to be concerned leſt they ſhould offend their God, - 
on whom they have their dependence for the bleſ- 
ſings of time and eternity? How can they with any 


face apply themſelves to God in times of diſtreſs 
now? how can they with any confidence call upon 


him in a dying hour? how can they expect to find 
mercy with him in the great day, who now deſpiſe 
ew and his rf? Confer the , tas forges 
r 


3. How careful ſhould all profeſſing Chriſtians = 


| be in all their worſhip to have their hearts engaged, 


and to keep as cloſe as they can to the go 


55 pel in- | 
ſtitutions? at 


The God with whom we have to do requires 


the heart, and cannot but obſerve who they are 
who have engaged his in their approaches unto him, 


Jerem. XXX. Als for K. ſearches the heart, and 


tries 
pF 3 , 
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% _ Of worſhipping Gd 
' rries the reins of the children of nen; be met 
be impoſedon, and will not be mocked. Who would 
not tremble at the thought of deſerving that cha. 
rater to which our Lord refers? Matth. xv. 8. 


g . 
* * 


This people draweth. nigh. unto me with their mouths, 


and honoureth me with their lips, hat their heart :; 


ward appearances, with a ſhow of devotion; he is 


T 


on between Chriſtians, whoſe plain and certain duty 


5 . 1091 and external worſhip would be very ſuitable to ſuch 


ö 

| 

; 

Far from me. He is not to be put off with out. 
0 

* 


Eervice, ſpiritual facrifices acceptable to God by 
And as we profeſs to take the goſpel of Chriſt. 
and, to follow this, as the rule of worſhip, we. 
ſhould;be very careful not to add to our Lord's in. 
ſtitutions, nor to regard any merely human additions, 

ſo as to place them on a level with our bleed Lord's 
BIDET own. a pointments ; leſt by ſo doing we ſhould ſeem 
do reflect on his wiſdom, as if the directions he has 
given were not ſufficient ; occaſion needleſs diviſi- 


it is, to love one another; and hinder, inſtead of 
Promoting the more general ſpread of, and ſincere 
regard to, the religion of Jeſui . 
Tet us at proper times think how the bleſſed 
above worſhip; with what intenſeneſs of thought, 
wich what eſteem of God, and delight in him, wit 
What holy zeal, with how thankful a temper; 
With what reverence and humility, with what con- 
didence in the God of goodneſs and truth, the un. 


Indeed if we did worſhip God only to be ſeen of men,: 
an end; but religion is not intended to pleaſe men, but God, 
and therefore it muſt be ſpiritual, and inward, and real; and 
Where: ever the external part of religion is principally regarded, 
and men are more careful to worſhip God with outward pony 
and ceremony, than in ſpirit and in truth,"religion degenerate! 


- ; 


into ſuperſtition, and men embrace the ſhadow of religion, and 


r Tillotſon Vol. 7. pag. 323, 3 
„„ changeabl 


to come as near to them as we can, ag. 1 


dur Er imperfect ſtate ; the advantages 
Which 


changeable God; and with what a laudable ambi- 
tion do imitate him in his imitable excellencies; 
and hilft we are enlarging in our -own thoughts 
and contemplarions of this kind, we may fec] our 
hearts warnyd wathin us with love to our common 
Father'z we may have excited within us cameſt _ 
defires,' followed with proportionable endeavours 


deſires and [endeavours we may find to be 1 
very conſiderable in our duties of worſhip, during 
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this our ſtate of trial and paſſage to the heaven 


world, where all pious faithful worſhippers ſhall 1 
be united in one perfectly holy and loving, and 
therefore perfectly happy and glorious ſociety; be 


82 
A 


employed in the moſt noble exerciſts, and be en- 


| ter tained with the trueſt, moſt exalted pl e 4 ſures on | . 35 


all eternity. 


3 


Who would not wiſh to be found numbered 


among thoſe who compoſe that bleſſed ſociety? % 
Who would chuſe the lot of thoſe who now deſpiſe 
God and neglect his worſhip ; and ſhall hereafter | 


be lightly eſteemed of him ? 


way to find acceptance with God now, and ta 
be for ever happy with him, let us ſtydy thug 
to ee our ſelves unto God jn our ſecret, 
family an- | 

thus ſet our ſelves to pleaſe him, the greater 
peace ſhall we have in our own minds, and the 


mortality. 


ceſſive regard to particular places, or external 
modes of worſhip, Chriſtians would duly conſi- 


and his word diſcover him to us; if laying aſide 


e 


I our worſhipping God in ſpirit and in truth, 
with the heart, and as the Golpe directs, be the 


and publick worſhip ; and the more we 


If inſtead of entertaining or expreſſing an ex- 


der the Being whom they worſhip as his works 
1 
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Pom time! to. time ſhall attend hie worſhip - 
Tod in this place; and may the blefling of God 
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